
 
 
  

 

    

 
 
  
 
 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

Welcome back from a very relaxing and rejuvenating winter break! We were happy to see so many enthusiastic and 

energized students this week, ready to tackle another academic term. BIS also welcomes 6 new students to school 

this week, with more students enrolling later in January as well as February.  

To transition into this new year, we continue with our monthly celebration of a learner profile trait. The month of 

January will focus on the trait of ‘Thinker’. As defined by IB, a ‘thinker’ uses critical and creative thinking skills to 

analyze and take responsible action on complex problems. Thinkers exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical 

decisions. 

While I don’t have a favorite learner profile, I find ‘thinker’ to be an exceptionally important learner trait for our 21st 

century learners. A student’s ability to think critically and creatively is a skill that our globalizing world demands. The 

problems and issues of the future will need to be solved through complex and critical thinking, making this learner 

profile trait invaluable for BIS’ global citizens of the future. 

Carrying on from Term 1, MYP1 has created their poster for ‘Thinkers’. 
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THE TERM AHEAD 

 

Term 2 is BIS’ shortest term of the academic year, consisting of only 11 weeks. On top of that, there are several four-

day weeks this term, with the celebration of International Women’s Day, Defenders of the Homeland Day, and 

Nooruz. Below will give you some information about things to come this term, as well as changes in the calendar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMENDED CALENDAR 

Please take notice of some of the amendments to the calendar for the remainder of the year! 

April 3rd- Student Report Cards given to students and parents 

April 4th- Parent-Teacher Meetings 

June 21st- BIS’ first ever Graduation Ceremony 

June 22nd- BIS Prom 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED! 

Before the break, I challenged the Primary School to a Reading A-Z (RAZ) Challenge. The Primary School, as they 

always do, rose to the challenge. Their reward: I would get a pie to the face! On top of that, all the Primary teachers 

upped the challenge. Not only would I get a pie to the face, but they would also! Friday’s assembly proved to be a 

spectacle. It was excellent to see such enthusiastic and motivated readers. We hope to keep up momentum of 

reading at home, and would greatly appreciate your support. Way to go Primary School!!! 

*If you want to see whats happening around the school on a daily basis, make sure to follow BIS’ Story on Instagram 

(bis.kg) 

 

You can watch all the action, here. 

  

                Mr. William, Director of Studies and PYP Coordinator 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wFrEZ_R2iozy3Gst0dfdKgHVq2YD_8YC/view?usp=sharing


NEASC ACCREDIDATION 

Last March we had the pleasure of hosting two people from NEASC (New 

England Association of Schools and Colleges) and CIS (Commission on 

Independent Schools) who observed and provided feedback and suggestions 

on how to improve our school. Thanks to their recommendation, our school 

is currently in the process of acquiring the NEASC Accreditation. Earning the 

accreditation status indicates that a school meets high standards of 

institutional quality and students benefit from the programs offered— ESCA-

BIS strives to be a school like that. Other than the award of accreditation 

itself, the accreditation process itself offers us several benefits, such as the 

opportunity for self-assessment and school improvement, allowing the 

school to not only identify issues within the school, but also act to resolve 

them. Additionally, it will be much more likely that a student’s transfer credit 

will be accepted at another school in case he or she switches schools, and 

when applying for college, the quality of ESCA-BIS will be assured. 

We believe that this is a great opportunity for our school to review our 

strengths and identify parts of the school needing improvement. We are currently in the process of self-study, during 

which we reflect on various parts of the school: 1) School Guiding Statements 2) Teaching and Learning 3) 

Governance and Leadership 4) Faculty and Support 

Staff 5) Access to Teaching and Learning 6) School 

Culture and Partnerships for Learning 7) Operational 

Systems. At the end of our self-study, we will be 

inviting a Visiting Team of qualified and trained 

leaders and teachers drawn from other schools, who 

will provide an objective assessment of our self-

study. 

So far, we are nearly finished with the School Guiding 

Statements section, and are in the process of 

studying our Teaching and Learning and Governance 

and Leadership. From this term, we will begin 

working on all the rest of the sections and hope to 

have a final draft by mid-April. As this accreditation 

process will be a year and a half long project for our 

school, and involves the whole community, we look 

work to collaborating and hearing from many of you over the next term. 

 

Grace Park, NEASC Steering Committee Chair 



 



GREETINGS FROM THE PAMC 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Back BIS Families to our 2017-2018 school year! 

 On behalf of the PAMC we warmly look forward to seeing you! We have a few new students, bringing our 
student total to 246 students - please welcome these families! The PAMC also has a new Vice-Chair Nazira 
Tursalieva, joining Secretary Evie Suryani. Thank you both for your leadership, and also to our other 12 
PAMC members! 

For the first time ever, the PAMC will be hosting a “Russian-Speaking Family Event.”  As 45% of our school 
population are Kyrgyz nationals in addition to others from the region and other Russian-speaking 

countries, we have many families that do not speak English well and we would like to build a bridge to 
them so they can learn more about our school in a casual and fun environment.  In the hopes to provide a 
venue where our Russian-speaking families can get to know one another better, we will host an event this 
Saturday from 11:00-2:00pm.  If you have not received an invitation and would like to attend, please let 
Nazira, PAMC Vice-Chair know via email (tursalievs@gmail.com).  We hope to host at least 1-2 events per 
year and to later integrate all of our BIS international families!  

  

We are also happy to have two ongoing parent-led PAMC-supported classes - please contact them for 
details: 

 
* Yoga for Parents & Teachers - Wednesdays at 4:30pm, Fridays at 8:15am, led by Elvira Alijagic 

Marquering - we thank her for sharing some of the fees with a donation to the PAMC! 
* Volleyball for Parents & Teachers - Tuesdays at 7:00pm, led by Saruul Saruul! 

 

          Ann-Marie Nguyen, PAMC Chair 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

¶ Friday 26th January: Winter Sports Day 

¶ Wednesday 14th February: Student Council Valentine’s Day 

¶ Thursday 22nd February: Science Fair 

¶ Friday 23rd February: Homeland Defenders Day: No School 

More information about all of these events will be sent to you later, or see http://www.bis.kg  

 

LUNCH MENU 

The lunch menu for Jan. 15-19 is Menu B here: Menu  

Form Teachers and our Chef are responsible for adjusting this menu to avoid any foods your child cannot 
eat, according to the information provided to us by you. 
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BASKETBALL 

 
The Taigan's Basketball season officially started this week. 
The Junior Varsity Boys took on Hope Academy on 
Thursday evening at Taigan Stadium. It was a tight contest 
with the lead changing several times during the match. In 
the end our JV Boys held on to win 36 - 32. Special 
mentions to Joe Imai, who played point guard for the first 
time this year, scoring 16 points for the team.  
 
JV Boys, Varsity Boys and the Girls team will all play at QSI 
next week. Please remember to return consent forms to 
coaches. 

 
       
   Mr. Grant, Athletics Director 
 
 

KEEP IN TOUCH 

If you have anything you want to discuss or suggestions for the school, please contact your Form Teacher 
and they will either answer directly or pass the message on to the right person. Messages can be sent in 
English or Russian, or in your own language. If you do not know the correct email address for the person 
you want to write to, please write to info@bis.kg and our Reception will forward your email to the right 
person. 
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PRESCHOOL 1 

With winter being upon us, children of Preschool 1 discovered some of the 

amazing animals that live around the frigid lands of the north and south poles. 

We read a variety of picture books on the topic and learned about snow and 

icebergs. Since the kids are still talking about Santa and his reindeer, they were 

fascinated to learn that the North Pole is also in the Arctic. We talked about 

how it is very, very cold in the Arctic and there is snow for much of the year. 

The children loved to explore the animals that live in polar regions. We 

discussed how humans stay warm with clothes and blankets in winter time, 

and how animals rely on their blubber to keep them warm.  To understand it 

better we set up an activity to see how a thick layer of blubber underneath 

their skin provides warmth. First, we placed our fingers in the icy water to feel 

how frizzy it was for our bare hands. Once we simulated blubber by covering 

our fingers with dough, we couldn’t feel the cold through the fatty layer. 

Children really loved this experiment and enjoyed playing with icy water. 

 
Ms. Meerim, Preschool 1 Form Teacher 
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Preschool 
Discoveries 



PRESCHOOL 2 

 

Preschool 2 continues working on the Unit “How we express ourselves”, an inquiry into the ways in which we 

discover and express ideas.  

Our student Nurilya, 4 years old, was very creative; she made a Blender with a juice extractor from recyclable 

materials. She used classroom’s plastic fruits to get juice for her friends.  

 

  

         Ms. Goulnara, Preschool 2 Form Teacher 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PRESCHOOL 3 
 
The first week of the new term has come and gone. We are very happy to see 

most of our preschool three friends back at school and we are very happy to 

meet all of our new friends. This week, our preschool friends revised the 

numbers 1 to 20 and we also practiced matching numbers to real objects. We 

learned about the letter "d".  We learned that D is for dog, dinosaur, Danna, 

David and Daniil and we also practiced our writing skill.  For the upcoming week, 

we will start our new inquiry, "stories". We will also be looking at the letter "g". 

We will also take some time to revise to look at "more than" and "less than". 

 
 
 
     Ms. Carmen, Preschool 3 Form Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


