
 

  

 

    

 
 
  
 

 

 

BASKETBALL SEASON 

The basketball season is upon us. The Taigans, under head coach Mr. Dunn, started their season Thursday by travelling 

to QSI Bishkek for the first basketball friendly of the year.  Having no official practices so far this season, the BIS Taigans 

did exceptionally well, narrowly losing 26-27 at the last second. The team has steadily improved over the last few years 

and we are looking forward to a break-out season. With the opening of our new gymnasium next month, the team will 

have more opportunities to practice, hone their skills, and become closer as a team. Over the next months there will be 

more friendlies, including Oxford School and Hope Academy.  The culmination of the season will be at the Almaty 

Basketball Classic. Best of luck, Taigans! 
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WHAT IS DIFFERENTIATION? 

With all the changes and improvements in 

education over the years, perhaps the 

introduction of differentiation has been the 

most important in making education 

relevant and engaging for ALL students. 

Perhaps you remember when you were a 

child; the teacher would introduce a lesson 

with the same learning outcomes for all the students. If you were an exceptionally strong student, you did well, but if 

you were a student still developing certain learning skills, you failed to meet the singular outcome set forth by the 

teacher. This style of teaching ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

challenged only the middle 50% of the class, but did nothing in accommodating the lower 25% who were developing 

ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻǊ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ нр҈ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ 

A big step forward in education was when schools 

adopted policies of differentiation in their curriculum 

and approaches to learning.  This meant that 

teachers started to accommodate ALL learners in the 

classroom. Perhaps this meant focusing on skill sets 

of students as learners instead of particular learning 

outcomes. This also meant teachers began to assess 

students differently, using different methods to 

properly gauge how all students understood the 

curriculum. Ultimately, differentiated instruction is 

best defined as a teaching philosophy based on the 

premise that teachers should adapt instruction to 

student differences. All students learn differently, 

and a singular approach to teaching will surely leave some students feeling behind or left out. You can take this short 

quiz to see what style of learner you are. Acknowledging that each student learns differently is a big step in a 

differentiated classroom. It is this quote that fits exceedingly well with varying learning styles, ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎŜƴƛǳǎΦ .ǳǘ 

ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŀ ŦƛǎƘ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƳō ŀ ǘǊŜŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǎǘǳǇƛŘΦέ 

What makes BIS such a unique institution is the widely diverse student body. This, 

however, means that there is a diverse body of learning styles and abilities. Our 

teachers are always asking these fundamental questions when planning and 

implementing lessons, ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ to 

ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǇƛŎΚέΣ άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴǎ ŀǎ 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΚέΣ ŀƴŘ άHow will I know whether my 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƳƻǎǘΚέ Alongside the skills and conceptual 

based curriculum of International Baccalaureate, effective differentiated 

classroom instruction is what separates BIS from other schools.     

William Polan, Deputy Head of Education 

 

 

http://www.educationplanner.org/students/self-assessments/learning-styles-quiz.shtml


NEW COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
2017 started with the enrolment of 15 new 

students. We would like to warmly 

welcome them to the BIS community. New 

students bring a fresh perspective and energy to an already wonderfully diverse student body.  

If you see any new faces at the school (including the new students pictured below - with friends they made already) 

please introduce yourself and show them what a welcoming community we have.  

 

  

  



SCIENCE FAIR 

LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ the ESCA-BIS Science Fair!  

Time has been scheduled and work will be spread out, so students can 

complete the work at a reasonable pace. Similar to last year, this project is 

mandatory for Secondary 1,2, and 3 students. All other students are 

encouraged to participate on a voluntary basis.  

The primary objective of this project is to have students approach a problem 

scientifically. This includes: 

1. Asking questions and forming hypotheses  

2. Creating experiments to test those hypotheses  

3. Organizing data and drawing conclusions  

4. Writing about and presenting scientific research  

The project must be experimental in nature as opposed to demonstration 

oriented. Students must do a test, survey, or experiment to determine the answer to their question instead of 

just looking up some phenomena on YouTube. We encourage students to pick topics that they are genuinely 

interested in, since they will be working on these projects for the next month.  

The students must do all work; however, assistance may be provided by teachers, parents, etc. It is very difficult 

to work alone without the exchange of ideas, so we encourage you to brainstorm with your child on different 

ideas and possible topics your child may want to pursue.  

Students will be coming home with their first task of choosing a topic and have been given resources to help 

them with this task.  

Science fair will take place on Wednesday, February 

22nd. From 3:30-5:00 PM 

We encourage all parents to attend! If you have a 

science background or would be interested in 

volunteering as a judge, we are looking for volunteers for 

the day of the fair. 

Brian Totman, Head of Sciences and Math 

 

 

CAR PASS PERMITS - 5hbΩ¢ ChwD9¢Η 

For those who drive to school, remember that you must display the school Car Pass in your front 

window to access the school car park. If you come by taxi, you can show the Car Pass at the gate, 

to allow the taxi into the car park, especially if you have preschool children. 

The Security Guards will stop any vehicle without a Car Pass before they enter the school gates 

and direct them to park outside the school. Please do everything you can to work with our 

Security Guards to implement this system so that the school is a safer place for everyone! 



 SKI CLUB 

aǊΦ !ƭŜȄΣ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎƴƻǿΣ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ .L{Ω 

first ever Ski Club. The Ski Club will be open to MYP2 and up, with a few exceptions for 

younger students who are advanced skiers. We are in the process of gauging interest as 

well as calculating costs, however, we encourage parents that are interested in signing 

their children up to please inquire.  

 

 

 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 

The new Scholastic Book Club is up and running!  

You can order English language reading books, delivered from the UK to 

Bishkek International School. The deadline for orders is March 3, 2017.  

Orders can be placed online here: 

https://eu-shop.scholastic.co.uk/schools/bishkekinternationalschool  

or by leaflets that should be filled out and submitted to Ms. Nurjan or 

Ms. Elena in the library. Leaflets are available at the school reception and 

in the library. 

 

FLAGS 

We hope you enjoy our new flags hanging in the ŎŀŦŞ ŀǊŜŀΦ LŦ you were at ESCA-BIS last year, youΩll remember that our 

outdoor courtyard had many flags hanging but we lost the flags as well as the courtyard with the new building. 

bƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀŦŞΣ ǿƛǘƘ 54 different flags representing the nationalities of ESCA-BIS students past and 

present. If your flag is missing, please inform Mirzat Osmonova, mosmonova@bis.kg and she will get it made.  

These flags represent the continued culture of international mindedness that defines BIS.  

https://eu-shop.scholastic.co.uk/schools/bishkekinternationalschool
mailto:mosmonova@bis.kg


UPCOMING EVENTS  

¶ Friday 27th January: Winter Sports Day at Chunkurchak Ski Base 

¶ Tuesday 14th CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΥ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ς organised by Student Council 

¶ Wednesday 22nd February: Science Fair 

¶ Thursday 23rd February: Homeland Defenders Day ς no school 

¶ Wednesday 8th aŀǊŎƘΥ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ ς no school 

¶ Mon 20th to Fri 24th March: Spring Break ς no school 

¶ Monday 27th March: First Day of Third Term 

¶ Friday 31st March: Nooruz celebration at BIS 

More information about all of these events will be sent to you later, or see http://www.bis.kg/ 

LUNCH MENU 

The lunch menu for January 16 - 20 is here: Menu 

Form Teachers and our Chef are responsible for adjusting this menu to avoid any foods your child cannot eat, according 

to the information provided to us by you. 

KEEP IN TOUCH 

If you have anything you want to discuss or suggestions for the school, please contact your Form Teacher and they will 

either answer directly or pass the message on to the right person. Messages can be sent in English or Russian, or in your 

own language. If you do not know the correct email address for the person you want to write to, please write to 

info@bis.kg and our Reception will forward your email to the right person. 

CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 

CLASS REPRESENTATIVE(S) CONTACT INFO 

Preschool 1 Malathi Selva Raju malathisraju@gmail.com 

Preschool 2 Katja Aegerter katja.aegerter@gmail.com 

Preschool 3 Mirgul Jumaeva mj_14@mail.ru 

Primary 1 Aika Pardhan Yuyama aika0916@yahoo.co.jp 

Primary 2 Saadat Djanbaeva saadat.djanbaeva@gmail.com 

Primary 3 Elmira Bairamova elbay77@gmail.com 

Primary 4 Indira Mukambetova indira.bettersweater@gmail.com 

Primary 5 Aigul Kubegenova 
Olga Fedorova 

aigula@list.ru 
feodora2003@mail.ru 

Primary 6 Representative still needed  

Secondary 1 Marina Tereshchenko marina_k07@yahoo.com 

Secondary 2 Representative still needed  

Secondary 3 Lynn Margaret Alleva lynnalilley@gmail.com 

IGCSE 1 Representative still needed  

IGCSE 2 Ambreen Azmat ambreenrazi@hotmail.com 

DP 1 Goulnara Assanova kyrgyzchild@yahoo.com 
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ANNIVERSARY SHOW VIDEO 

5±5Ωǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмс !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ {Ƙƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YȅǊƎȅȊ 5ǊŀƳŀ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƴƻǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎŀǎƘƛŜǊ 

for 400 soms. Photos from the Anniversary Show are on the school website and our Facebook page. 

   

 

  


